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The project involves the following national NGOs from all over Europe, an italian university 
and a munipality from Hungary:

Volontariato Torino (Vol.To) from Italy, the lead partner

Green Legal Impact (GLI) from Germany

Hellenic Youth Participation (HYP) from Greece

Environmental Management and Law Association (EMLA) from Hungary

European Association for Local Democracy (ALDA Europe) from Belgium

The University of Turin (UNITO)

The Municipality of Èrd in Hungary

The Envi team

https://volontariatotorino.it/
https://greenlegal.eu/en/
https://hellenicyouthparticipation.com/
https://emla.hu/en/home-2/
https://www.alda-europe.eu/it/
https://www.dippsicologia.unito.it/do/docenti.pl/Search?format=6;sort=U2;max=5000;sf=0;title=Suddivisi+per+ruolo
https://www.erd.hu/


The general objective of the project is to strengthen the promotion of the right
to freedom of expression and demonstration in the context of youth-led (and not
only) environmental activism within the European Union, in line with articles 11
and 12 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, by empowering and
supporting environmental activists, better monitoring the respect of their
rights and by fostering democratic dialogue with and awareness raising of
media operators, public authorities and policy makers.



R E A S O N S  B E H I N D  P R O J E C T ’ S  I D E A
The data collected in all the partner countries outline that in many European countries,
youth activism is subject to increasing restrictions and attacks. Restrictions on the right
to peaceful protest have increased, often selectively applied to climate protests,
undermining the ability of young people to voice their concerns and actively
participate in public life.

In 2023, the former Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights recalled that
the use of force by public authorities must be strictly regulated by law and cannot
undermine the right to protest. However, Amnesty International and other human
rights defenders and organisations, report that activists—often young people—are
labelled as “eco-terrorists,” criminalised, and subjected to heavy-handed policing,
contributing to an increasingly hostile climate toward environmental movements. 

Adding to this, intimidatory lawsuits aimed at silencing critics and draining their
resources, are on the rise across Europe. 

The full guarantee of the right to freedom of expression and demonstration for
young people is crucial for the consolidation of democratic values and civic
participation in the European Union. 



That is why the project addresses key areas of civil liberties and democratic
participation by enhancing the rights of freedom of expression and
demonstration, also by strengthening the civic space and the institutional
framework which surrounds them. 

EnviRights will address these priorities by promoting the rights to freedom of
expression, information, assembly and association by empowering and
supporting civil society organisations and movements, and human-
environmental rights defenders  to work together to protect and promote EU
environmental values against increasing challenges, pressures and threats,
through a specific training programme focused on: 

Facilitating the access to dedicated support services; 

Strengthening the resiliency skills of environmental activists to cope with
different types of attacks, coming from different sources and media channels;

Communicating more effectively the actions of activists and the motivations
behind them so that the media will understand them correctly and better dialogue
and mutual understanding with public authorities and policy makers will be
enhanced. 

It will also monitor the respect of environmental activists’ rights by
creating a new systematic, EU-standardised and shared,
comprehensive monitoring system that will regularly and
consistently take record of the realities in which the civil society
organisations and informal movements are active in the local,
national and European contexts, by keeping into account the
Fundamental Rights Agency indicators.



M A P P I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A C T I V I S M  I N  E U R O P E
The EnviRights project has recently completed an in-depth mapping exercise aimed at
understanding how civil society organisations, grassroots groups, and informal
networks across Europe document and respond to pressures on environmental and
civic rights. This work was developed in close cooperation with all the project
organisations, who contributed to refining the questionnaire and validating its
multilingual versions. Also a parallel desk-research phase provided an overview of
European monitoring initiatives related to civic space, protest rights, human rights
defenders, and environmental activism. 
Bringing these two strands together allowed the consortium to identify key actors in
the field and to understand the methodologies currently being used to document
rights violations. 

At the same time, the research highlighted an uneven landscape. While established
NGOs often rely on structured systems, many local or youth-led groups depend on
irregular documentation efforts and advocacy-based reporting, without permanent
mechanisms for tracking breaches of freedom of expression or peaceful assembly.

This finding prompted a methodological shift in one of our key actions,
redirecting the focus to identify the protective mechanisms that could lay the
groundwork for future monitoring capacity.



The questionnaire played a central role in this process. Designed in full alignment
with GDPR requirements and distributed with clear information on its aims, it
sought to capture the diversity of environmental activism across Europe and to
gather first-hand insights from organisations operating in increasingly restrictive
contexts. Respondents were invited to describe their organisational structures,
fields of action, levels of inclusivity and participation, as well as their experiences
of violations linked to Articles 11 and 12 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.
Many also shared examples of impactful initiatives and detailed accounts of rights
restrictions, providing both quantitative indicators and valuable qualitative
perspectives that will inform the development of the EnviRights Monitoring
System. An opt-in section enabled participants to engage in future stages of the
project, supporting the growth of a collaborative European network around the
monitoring effort.

The results of the survey confirmed a critical monitoring capacity
gap: only twelve percent of respondents conduct systematic tracking
of violations related to freedom of expression or assembly, despite
sixty-five percent reporting that they have experienced or witnessed
restrictions. 

To address this, the mapping focused on identifying enabling mechanisms capable of
supporting the emergence of monitoring frameworks. These include transparency
strategies that generate traceable documentation flows, legal support systems
that formalise violation records, networking infrastructures that facilitate
cross-verification among organisations, and advocacy pathways that reinforce
accountability. Across the eighty-four good practices collected, ranging from
environmental activism initiatives to specific examples linked to Articles 11 and 12,
the analysis assessed both their immediate protective value and their potential
contribution to long-term monitoring.

R E S U L T S



S E V E R A L  T R E N D S  E M E R G E D :
 For freedom of expression, integrated approaches proved significantly more
effective, transparency initiatives obtained the highest performance ratings despite
minimal use, and the geographic concentration of practices in countries such as
Hungary suggests opportunities for knowledge transfer. 

In relation to freedom of assembly, legal confrontation stood out as the strongest
protective mechanism, the need for rapid response was evident, and the absence
of transparency tools revealed space for strategic innovation. Across both domains,
persistent gaps were identified in emergency response capability, digital and
physical safety measures, cross-border coordination, and sustainable resourcing.

These findings directly inform the recommendations for the EnviRights Monitoring
System. 

The report outlines the importance of standardised data collection rooted in protective
actions, validation mechanisms supported by organisational networks, coordination
frameworks that connect local realities to European-level analysis, and a system design
that ensures monitoring activities contribute to accountability. Through this shared
effort, the EnviRights project aims to transform dispersed protective initiatives into a
coherent monitoring infrastructure, strengthening Europe’s capacity to safeguard
environmental and civic rights in the years ahead.



Take a step in the change,  
join our community

Follow us

envirights.2025
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