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W H Y  M O N I T O R  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  D E F E N D E R S  R E P R E S S I O N S ?

Welcome to the second newsletter of the EnviRights Project! After we
explained the general scope and previous events related to the project in
more detail, this newsletter focuses on the newly developed monitoring
system tracking repressions against environmental defenders in European
member states. 

The growing restrictions, criminalisation and generally shrinking civic space,
increase the pressure environmental defenders face while exercising their
right to protest. To systematically draw conclusion environmental defenders
face in EU member countries, we develop a monitor that collects violations
regarding the right to protest and the right to freedom of speech. 

Across Europe, climate and environmental defenders increasingly face
repression, criminalization, administrative pressure, and public smear
campaigns. These developments reflect a broader pattern of shrinking civic
space, rule-of-law backsliding, and deteriorating conditions for democratic
participation, affecting freedoms of expression, information, assembly, and
association.

Monitoring is the systematic recording of (rights) violations people face while
executing their basic rights such as freedom of expression and right for
assembly. In our case, we monitor repressions environmental defenders face
while protesting for their right for a healthy environment. 



T H E  S C O P E  O F  T H E  M O N I T O R I N G  S Y S T E M
The mechanism is not only a technical system but also a supportive infrastructure
intended to strengthen solidarity and visibility. It helps defenders to recognize
patterns, overcome isolation, and understand emerging forms of repression. The
monitor also provides a structured, transnational way to record incidents, activate
limited support pathways when requested, and lay the groundwork for later analysis
and advocacy.
 
Based on the input received during the consultations, the following forms of
repressions and violence experienced by environmental defenders will be captured:

Physical and psychological violence
Institutional and administrative measures
Criminalization and judicial procedures
Surveillance and monitoring
Defamation, smear campaigns, and media-driven attacks
Discriminatory practices
Extra-legal and indirect pressures

Repression may occur in relation to a wide range of activities of democratic
participation, including public speeches or outreach events, assemblies and
demonstrations (in public or private spaces), online or social-media advocacy, civil
disobedience and direct action, participation in associations or organizational activities.



T H E  S C O P E  O F  T H E  M O N I T O R I N G  S Y S T E M
As there are different forms of repression, there are also different actors of repression.
The monitoring tool will also track these.

Police and law enforcement, particularly in the context of demonstrations
Public prosecutors initiating and conducting criminal investigations
Courts and judiciary, including decisions in criminal, administrative, or civil
cases affecting activists.
Legislators and parliaments, whose legal or regulatory measures restrict
assemblies, expression, or advocacy.
Other administrative authorities, such as municipalities or regulatory
agencies imposing bans

The mechanism also documents incidents where private entities restrict or undermine
democratic participation, including:

Corporate actors, for example through SLAPPs, surveillance, or economic
pressure.
Media companies, when engaging in targeted smear campaigns or defamatory
reporting.
Private individuals, including organized groups, security staff, or politically
motivated actors.



H O W  W A S  T H E  M O N I T O R I N G  S Y S T E M  D E S I G N E D ?
The monitoring mechanism was shaped through a multi‑stage, co‑creational process
integrating input from activists and partner organizations. The foundations were laid in
the mapping of best practices, domestic consultations tables in partner countries, and
the Environmental Rights Camp. Since the first two aspects have already been
explained in the previous newsletter, we will only have a look on the Environmental
Rights Camp in Greece. 

F U N C T I O N S  O F  T H E  M O N I T O R I N G  S Y S T E M
 The Environmental movement around the world has existed for a long time and went
through different phases and challenges that arose with them. Looking more closely at
the environmental movement in EU countries, the already mentioned shrinking civic
space must also brings new/ different mechanisms that supports the movement. The
monitoring system in its European scope can therefore serve different purposes:
- the mechanism helps climate and environmental defenders to recognize that their
experiences are part of a broader, shared patterns rather than isolated events.
- Continuous observation allows activists, legal actors, and support organizations to
detect new forms of repression, understand escalation patterns, and adapt responses
and tactics accordingly.
- The mechanism provides a structured way to activate legal, psychosocial, and
organizational support when defenders request it.
- The mechanism enables partners to identify structural problems, patterns of
repression, and systemic trends, which can be communicated through public reporting,
advocacy work, and engagement with policymakers
- the mechanism relies on shared definitions and understandings of repression and its
impacts, following, the monitor enables transnational comparisons, joint analysis and
learning between different movements.
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From 19-22 of January, the EnviRights Camp took place in

Greece, hosted by Hellenic Youth Participation. 

The event brought together participants from five European

Union countries: Italy, Germany, Hungary, Belgium, and Greece. 

The camp was designed to help the participants co-create a

draft monitoring mechanism for the protection of

environmental defenders’ rights in Europe. Building on results

from the mapping and national consultation tables , the camp

provided the space to jointly define the conceptual,

methodological, and structural foundations of the mechanism.

Camp
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The aim of the camp was to  camp created an intensive space

for discussion, learning, and collective development. A

particularly valuable aspect was the opportunity to engage

with activists and researchers from different national

contexts. 

Through these exchanges, participants explored how political,

social, and cultural conditions shape environmental activism

and research in different countries. This dialogue helped

broaden perspectives and encouraged participants to reflect

on and question approaches that are often taken for granted

in their own contexts. 

Day 1 focused on sharing insights and experiences.

Participants presented survey results, discussed the current

contexts of repression affecting environmental activism. 
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Τhey also worked together to develop shared understandings

of key concepts such as monitoring, repression, and reporting. 

Day 2 moved from discussion to practical collaboration. During

a creative workshop, participants worked together to design

elements of a monitoring system structured around three key

areas: Data Collection, Analysis & Reporting, and Responses

to Incidents. 

The camp concluded with a collective reflection on the main

lessons learned and the next steps for future collaboration.

Beyond the working sessions, the camp also provided a space

for connection and mutual support. Participants highlighted

the importance of meeting inspiring people who are

committed, attentive, and open to listening and caring for

one another. This human dimension made the experience even

more meaningful and will remain an essential part of this

shared journey.

Camp



D A T A  C O L L E C T I O N  M E T H O D O L O G Y
 Collecting Data and Information requires the project to also carefully consider what
kind of data and how they are collected. Many sensible data is asked for so that high
security standards as well as GDPR standards must be followed.
A general principle underlying the monitoring system is that as little data as possible
should be asked for. The incident reporting tool allows for full anonymity of
respondents to safeguard the identity of environmental defenders. 
Another key principle is that the reporting tool must be clearly designed so that as
many people as possible feel encouraged to contribute their experiences. This includes
clear explanations of why the data is collected, how it will be processed and what will
happen after submission. 
As already mentioned, the tool should work within the European Union. To be able to
draw connections and patterns between countries, it is important to have the same
categories in all countries. Open text options allow for individual storytelling to fully
grasp the experiences activists made in their activism. 
And finally, different discussion rounds led to the conclusion that the monitor’s
verification is trust based to avoid intimidating questioning.



L I M I T A T I O N S  A N D  O U T L O O K
While the monitoring system is in its development phase, there are still some
challenges and uncertainties that need to be figured out. 
The most prominent limitation is that the tool so far is designed to get an overview of
all kind of repressions environmental defenders are facing but it is not clear yet what
kind of responses the tool can provide. Reasons herefore are the national differences
and already existing infrastructures different countries have regarding help
mechanisms and what the actual need as well as capacities and skills are regarding
help mechanisms. 
After the tool is fully developed, we are starting the test phase in which the incident
reporting tool is tested in Italy, Hungary, Greece and Germany. This phase will help us
to assess the use of the tool and aspects that need to be adapted and improved. After
this testing phase the monitor will be launched for all European countries. We are
looking forward to launching and getting your insights on the use of this new system.
Till then, stay safe, be loud and take care!



Take a step in the change,  
join our community

Follow us

envirights.2025
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